Organisms From Positive MPN Tubes Inoculated With Samples That Yielded No Growth on Pour Plates.
Twenty samples of cold ready-to-eat cereal were analyzed for total organisms using the pour plate and Most Probable Number technique (MPN). Nine samples enhibited growth in MPN tubes but not on pour plates. Of the 28 isolates obtained from the MPN tubes, 16 were members of the genus Bacillus and the remainder were predominately other gram-positive organisms. The data support the working hypothesis that aside from the mathematical bias associated with the MPN procedure, microbial recovery is more favorable in a liquid environment than in an agar medium.